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Increased climate variability and 
extreme events are driving human 
mobility across the Asia Pacific

There is high evidence, medium agreement 
that increased climate variability and 
extreme events are already driving migration 
and medium confidence that higher warming 
and associated changes in frequency and 
intensity of slow-onset events (such as 
drought and sea level rise) and rapid-onset 
events (such as cyclones and flooding) will 
increase involuntary displacement in the 
future, across Asia.

IPCC Working Group 2 contribution to 
the 6TH Assessment Report, 2022



Global Displacement Outlook-2022

Source: IDMC 2022



Asia Pacific is the region most affected by disaster displacement globally

Source: IDMC 2022



Asia Pacific is the region most affected by disaster displacement globally

Source: IDMC 2022



Labour migration is a prominent 
feature of the region

One of the main pathways for climate-induced 
migration is through the deteriorating economic 
conditions and livelihoods (high confidence). 

IPCC Working Group 2 contribution to the 6TH

Assessment Report, 2022

Both internal and international labour migration 
are expected to play a key role in household 
adaptation to climate change, especially in 
agriculture-dependent households.

Spotlight on Labour Migration in Asia, IOM 2022



Although evidence on 
linkages is growing, 
data gaps remain



The positive 
dimensions of 
migration are not 
sufficiently addressed



Addressing the needs 
of those already 
displaced is an ongoing 
priority



Links with Education
People who move or are displaced by climatic 

and environmental hazards can experience 

significant barriers to their education

Education can be an important mediating 

factor between resilience and vulnerability. 

Supporting migrants’ access to lifelong learning 

and education will be critical to meeting the 

transition to a green economy.

Education is also critical to fully understand and 

engage with human mobility issues at the policy 

and political level, and in public debates



IOM has a long history 
of work on climate 
mobility

• IOM’s activities on MECR have focused on research, policy 
and advocacy, capacity building and operational response.

• IOM’s portfolio of work has been built upon our substantial 
operational activities, which continues to be a major 
component of our work currently.

• More recently, IOM has invested significant effort in 
advancing policy discussions on climate change and migration 
at the global level.

• MECR remains a core institutional priority.



A comprehensive approach is needed



Previous and ongoing initiatives in SE Asia



Looking Ahead to COP 28

Strengthen the 
extent to which 

human mobility is 
reflected in the 

UNFCCC’s policy 
outcomes. 

Advance 
discussions on 

human mobility in 
both the adaptation 

and loss and 
damage tracks,.

Ensure that the 
discussions on loss 

and damage 
financing integrate a 

human mobility 
dimension, 

Ensure that the 
Global Stocktaking 
assessment of the 
Paris Agreement 
implementation 
also integrates 
human mobility



THANK YOU
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