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Concept Note 

 
SEAMEO and the Asia-Pacific TWG on Education 2030+ Joint Webinar on  

COVID-19 Response: Quality Learning and Assessments During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

Thursday 28 May 2020, 10:00-12:00 hrs. 

 
 
Background  
 
Since the initial cases were identified in mid-December 2019, the exponential growth of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has become a global health crisis affecting various sectors 
including education.  Reported by UNESCO, over 1.5 billion of students and youth are 
affected by mass school and university closures mandated by governments in an attempt  

to flatten the curve.  In response to quarantine protocols and social distancing measures  
to limit people movement, academic calendar in many countries has been modified.   
Non-traditional classroom methods such as distance education, homeschooling, and blended 
learning have become key strategies to prevent education disruption.   
 
With the changing circumstances in the international education context, there emerge 
several critical questions in Southeast Asia.  In particular, there is a crucial question on 
inclusive education considering a digital divide due to a large access gap to Internet devices 
among countries in the region.  Other challenging questions involve the ways in which the 
continuity of quality learning can be ensured, specifically the effectiveness of distance 
teaching and learning as well as learning assessments.  A substantial concern regarding 

assessment is placed on the management of high stakes exams such as intermediate, school 
leaving and university entrance exams as well as professional certification. 
 
Following the success of the Webinar Series on SEAMEO’s response to COVID-19 in several 
thematic focuses such as emotional and psychosocial health, online learning and academic 
mobility, this webinar is a joint collaboration between SEAMEO and the Asia-Pacific TWG on 
Education 2030+ on COVID-19 Response.  Focusing on quality learning and assessments in 
times of crises, this joint webinar is organised with the aims to: 
 

• Capture the latest impact of COVID-19 on quality learning and assessment 
systems; 

• Provide snapshots of the strategies to manage high stakes examinations during 
crisis conditions; and 

• Discuss recommendations and opportunities for improving learning and 
assessment systems during and post COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
This joint webinar is timely as it provides a platform for key education stakeholders to share 
updates on local and national policy responses to the education crisis due to the impact of 
COVID-19.  Collaborative platforms are increasingly vital to bring about innovative policies 
to mitigate the impact of this pandemic while improving learning assessment quality and 
equity.  The discussions may include topics from school-based assessment to high-stakes 
examinations and large-scale learning assessments in times of crises. 
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Format  
 

This webinar will take place on 28 May 2020 at 10:00-12:00 hrs (Bangkok time).  This 
webinar has keynote speakers and panelists from the international organisations and the 
participating countries in the Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) 
Programme, a dynamic collaborative partnership between SEAMEO and UNICEF.  Each 
keynote speaker will be given 8-10 minutes and each panelist will be given 5-7 minutes for 
presenting.  There will be two brief Q&A sessions, one after the end of all keynote speakers' 
presentation and another after all panelists' presentation.  All interested education 
stakeholders shall join the online platform using WebEx.  The record of webinar can be 
publicly accessed via YouTube channel of the Secretariat.   
 

Considerations 

 
Below are some considerations for developing a meaningful discussion during the webinar:  

• How does the COVID-19 pandemic affect SDG goals, especially on promoting 
quality education and inclusion?  

• What are current initiatives to ensure quality learning and inclusion is achieved 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

• How can we manage the impact of COVID-19 on prolonged school closures and its 
possible effect on high stakes examinations timeline and processes? 

• How can we ensure the effectiveness of formative and summative assessments 
during and after the global pandemic crisis? 

• Which mechanisms can be applied to improve remote assessment and academic 
integrity? 

• What are compensatory assessment policies to ensure the equity of 
disadvantaged children in newly developed assessment methods?  

 

Participation 

 
This webinar shall be attended by the Ministries of Education of SEAMEO Member Countries, 
SEAMEO Centres and Network, international organisations, and all interested education 
stakeholders.  In addition, interested participants can participate.  Certificate of 
Attendance shall be issued to those who pre-register for the webinar at the link provided in 
the SEAMEO Secretariat website and official social media channels. 
 

Expected Output  
 
Similar to the outputs of SEAMEO’s Webinar Series organised to help the region respond to 
the challenges brought by the pandemic, PowerPoint presentations used, and the video 

recording shall be placed on the SEAMEO website for public acquisition.  The results of the 
webinar shall also be featured in policy research fora of SEAMEO. 
 

Contact Persons 
 
Dr Salita Soongsawang 
SEA-PLM Coordinator, SEAMEO Secretariat 
Email: salita@seameo.org  
 
Mr Raphael Orenday Cada 
Programme Officer I (Policy & Development), SEAMEO Secretariat 

Email: raphael@seameo.org  
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